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UK IN MALTA - BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION VALLETTA · FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020 · 8 MINUTES

Townhall Meeting for UK nationals in
Gozo

Officials from the UK in Malta - British High Commission Valletta met the British 

Community in Gozo to inform them about the rights as protected by the Withdrawal 

Agreement and recent developments with regards to the Transitional Period.

The focal point of our latest meeting was the new residency card which is now available to UK 

nationals living in Malta and will be your evidence of being protected by the Withdrawal 

Agreement. The Withdrawal Agreement gives you lifelong rights in Malta including the right 

to live, work and retire here and to access healthcare if you are eligible. Your rights and those 

of your close family are protected for as long as you remain  a resident in Malta.

Here are some of the questions which were raised yesterday. For more information please 

look at our gov.uk/livinginmalta guide.

Residency and the new card

I believe I should be receiving a letter from Identity Malta about my new 

residency card. Can you tell me more?

Identity Malta is writing to every registered UK national providing details of how you can 

apply for your new residency card. You need this card to protect your rights in Malta after the 

end  of this year. So please follow instructions in the letter. You will be given a time to attend 

a named Identity Malta agency (in Msida for those living in Malta or the agency in Gozo). 

The letter will include an application form which you should fill in and  a list of documents 

you’ll need to bring along with you. What documents you will need to produce will depend on 

your category (employed, self-employed, unemployed, retired, those with permanent 

residency rights, family member of a UK national). Remember that  your non-UK family 

members should also obtain a new card as well as your children.

What do I do if I’m away the week I’m supposed to obtain my new card?

If you are out of Malta on the date given to you in the letter from Identity Malta, get in touch 

with Identity Malta on your return. They’ll give you a new appointment. You should take 

along  evidence of having been away, such as a flight ticket/hotel booking etc. You can 

contact Identity Malta by emailing them at brexit.ima@gov.mt

Are my non-UK national children covered by the new residency card?

Yes, your children should obtain a new card. If they are under 21 years of age you can apply 

for them, but they should attend the appointment with you. All children are eligible including 

non-UK  nationals.
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There are UK nationals who are disabled, in a care home or will have difficulty 

attending the agency in person. What should they do?

Identity Malta are aware of the need to make special arrangements for these people. They will 

be considering options and will announce further information in due course. The British 

High Commission  will continue to work with Identity Malta to ensure everyone is aware of 

the need to get the new card.

I think I hold a residency status under the ‘special residency status scheme’ for 

tax purposes. Am I covered?

You may be resident in Malta under the Residents Scheme Regulations which is a special 

scheme some UK nationals have registered their residency under for tax reasons. This is 

quite separate to ‘permanent residency’ status which you gain after five continuous years as 

an official resident  in Malta. 

The Identity Malta application form for the new card includes a box you can tick if you are 

here under the Residents Scheme Regulations. You will still be protected by the Withdrawal 

Agreement but you do not necessarily hold permanent residency rights. If you have lived in 

Malta under the Scheme for more than five years, you may wish to consider moving your  

status from the Scheme to permanent residency rights. As a you are a permanent resident, 

under the Withdrawal Agreement you can leave Malta for up to five years in the future 

without losing your rights in Malta.

If you have any doubts about which category of residency you may fall under, discuss your 

options with Identity Malta when you attend your appointment.

I am a UK national with a same-sex partner. Will they be covered by the 

Withdrawal Agreement?

If your same-sex partner is a UK national and living in Malta by 31 December they will be 

protected by the Withdrawal Agreement in their own right.

The Withdrawal Agreement protects close and current family members. The definition of 

family members is spouse, partner, durable relationship, children, grandchildren and 

dependent parents  and grandparents. This includes same sex relationships. Please check our 

Living in Malta guide on gov.uk for updates.

My British passport has expired. Do I need a valid passport to apply for my new 

card?

If you are already registered as a resident in Malta you don’t need to provide your British 

passport when applying for your new card. Remember to take the other documentation listed 

in the  application form including your current residency documentation.

How long will it take to get my new card?

Once you have made a successful application for your card at an Identity Malta agency, you 

should receive your card in two to three months.

Healthcare
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I receive a UK state pension and I registered my S1 in Malta. Can I continue to 

use the Certificate of Entitlement that I was given to access healthcare here?

If you are resident in Malta by 31 December you will be protected by the Withdrawal 

Agreement. This includes the right to access healthcare as you do now, for as  long as you 

remain resident in Malta. This means the UK will continue to fund your healthcare and you 

will continue to be entitled to a UK EHIC which will be valid when travelling across the EU.

If you hold an S1 from the UK, you can continue to access healthcare using your Certificate of 

Entitlement issued by the Entitlement Unit (St. Luke’s hospital) If there are changes to this 

process, we will update our living in Malta guide as soon as information is  available. If you 

are a UK national who is yet to reach state pension age, you will have the right to apply for a 

UK S1 once you start drawing your UK state pension, providing you are legally resident in 

Malta by the end of the transition period and remain  living in that country. At this point you 

would also be entitled to a UK-issued EHIC valid for travel across the EU.

Remember that as an S1 form holder, if you visit the UK you will still be able to access free 

NHS care when temporarily visiting England, Scotland and Wales, as you can now. Further 

information is available at this link

I have a RHA Entitlement Card but it has expired. Can I renew it?

Those who do not pay contributions in Malta or who are not in receipt of a UK state pension 

may be eligible to access healthcare in Malta through the RHA Entitlement Card. If you wish 

to renew your card or want to know if you are eligible to access healthcare in this way, discuss 

your options with the Entitlement Unit at St Luke’s hospital. The RHA  Entitlement card does 

not provide access to healthcare outside of Malta including in the UK.

I have tried to apply for a RHA Entitlement Card but don’t seem eligible. Why 

not? Is it because I receive a pension?

The RHA card is normally issued to those who are not entitled to access the Maltese public 

health services through other schemes. If you are in receipt of either a UK state pension or a 

Maltese  state pension, you should check whether you are entitled for a UK S1 form or you 

qualify to access healthcare under the Maltese  Social Security regulations. When you apply 

for a RHA card, you should make sure you are clear whether your current pension is a state 

pension or a corporate (work) pension.

I have a UK state pension and also a Maltese one. Am I eligible for an S1 form 

from the UK?

If you are also in receipt of a Maltese pension, as well as a UK pension, Malta will be 

responsible for your healthcare and an S1 will not be applicable. If you receive a Maltese 

pension you have paid contributions in Malta. You are therefore eligible  to access healthcare 

in Malta. Discuss your options with the Entitlement Unit including requesting a Maltese-

issued healthcare card (Maltese EHIC).

Education
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I have young children who may wish to study at a UK university in the future. 

Will they be able to?

UK nationals living in the EU are eligible for home fees status (the lower rate of higher 

education fees) for a seven year period after the end of this year. If a UK national enrols in a 

course  during this seven year period they can apply for Home Fee status. If successful this 

status will apply for the duration of their course.

I’m a student in Malta. Should I register as a resident? In the meantime will my 

UK-issued student EHIC remain valid?

If you are a UK national studying in Malta and you wish to have lifelong rights in Malta under 

the Withdrawal Agreement, you should register as a resident, obtaining the new card from 

Identity  Malta, by the end of this year. Get in touch with Identity Malta by emailing them at 

brexit.ima@gov.mt

If you aren’t registered and you have a UK-issued student EHIC to access healthcare here, 

this will remain valid for the duration of your course, if you are studying in Malta on 31 

December  2020.

Returning to the UK

I have a Maltese spouse and may wish to return to the UK to settle in the future. 

Can I?

UK nationals have the right to return to the UK at any time in the future without having to 

meet immigration requirements.

A Maltese close family member of a UK national (if they were a family member on 31 January 

2020) will have until March 2022 to apply under the European Settlement Scheme to settle 

in the UK.  After March 2022 non-UK close family members of UK nationals returning to the 

UK will need to meet the applicable immigration requirements.

Maltese citizenship

Can I hold two passports – British and Maltese?

If you have applied for and obtained Maltese citizenship, you can apply for a Maltese 

passport. You do not need to give up your UK nationality. You can hold both a Maltese and 

British passport.

The UK in Malta - British High Commission Valletta thanks Queen Mary University of 

London for hosting us and our colleagues at Identity Malta Agency for their professional 

input.
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